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Blessed Francis Jordan
I will read holy scripture with greatest reverence and devotion: not reading hastily, but with 
calm, attentive soul...
SD I/68

Pope Leo XIV Prayer Intention for March. For disarmament and peace. Let us pray that 
nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that 
world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
           1ST MARCH 2026



ST PATRICK’S PARISH GOSFORD 

UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF SALVATORIANS
Society of the Divine Saviour
http://www.sds.org.au

PARISH PRIEST
Fr Pawel (Paul) Szczur SDS
pszczur@sds.org.au

ASSISTANT PRIEST
Fr Bronislaw (Bronek) Pietrusewicz 
SDS

bronek@sdsau.com
PARISH OFFICE

 Mon – Friday: 9:30am – 3pm
 Phone: (02) 4325 1042

ADMINISTRATION 
& PASTORAL 
SUPPORT 
COORDINATOR:

Jennifer Bradstreet

EMAIL: patsgos@acs.net.au

ST POPE JOHN PAUL II PASTORAL CENTRE

EMAIL: JPII.Centre@bbcatholic.org.au

YOUTH MINISTRY
COORDINATOR

EMAIL:

YOUNG ADULTS Jaimi Andrews 0452 480 112

CATECHIST 
COORDINATOR Anna Catlin 0413 191 058

EMAIL: saintpatsccd@acs.net.au

CHILDREN’S 
LITURGY COORD Elvira Bennett 0410 098 757

PARENT ENGAGEMENT COORDINATORS

ST PATRICKS Dionne Soares

EMAIL dionne.soares1@dbb.catholic.edu.au

ST JOSEPH’S Cathrine Harrison

EMAIL: Cathrine.harrison@dbb.catholic.edu.au

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

CHAIRPERSON Jon Kealy

PARISH 
OPERATIONS Eunice Dal Busco

EVANGELISATION Amanda Eades

COMMUNITY Diane Dankwah

DISCIPLESHIP Maisie Tenev

LITURGY Jon Kealy

EX OFFICIO PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

SCHOOL 
PRINCIPALS

St Patrick's - Kevin Williams

St Joseph's - Carolina Murdoch

St Edwards - Mark Bonnici

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Hilary Pope 
hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au 
If you see any activities involving 
children or vulnerable adults that 
concerns you, please email Hilary 
Pope, our Safeguarding Officer.

NATIONAL CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP STANDARDS
Committed leadership, governance & culture
Key El ement s of  Standard 1:
✞ A Commit ment  t o Safeguarding
✞ Promot ing a Safeguarding Cul t ure
✞ Saf eguarding Pol icies
✞ Code of  Conduct
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CHURCH OPEN DAILY 9.00AM – 3:00PM.

STANDARD WEEKDAY MASSES

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD
Mon: 9:00am
Tue: 9:00am

Wed: 11:30am
Thu: 9:00am

Fri: 12:00pm
Sat: 9:00am
Devotion to St JPII after Mass

Adoration and Confession 30 minutes before each weekday Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES  INCL. CONFESSION 30 MIN BEFORE

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Sat Vigil: 5:00pm Sun: 7:30am, 9:30am & 6:00pm

Filipino Mass: 2nd Sunday of each month:  12:00pm

Mangrove Mountain Sat Vigil 5:00pm              St Dionysius Church                  
21 Nurses Road, Central Mangrove

SPENCER, 4200 WISEMANS FERRY RD 4:00pm 1st Sat of Month

A D O R A T I O N  I N  O U R  C H U R C H

BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Mon 8:30 - 9:00am Wed 11:00 - 
11:30am Fri 12:30 - 3:00pm

Tue 8:30 - 9:00am Thu 8:30 - 9:00am Sat 8:30 - 9:00am

R O S A R Y

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu Rosary Begins 1 Hour Before Mass

Fridays 11:35 am to 11:55 pm (30 Mins Before Mass)

Saturday

8:05am until 8:25am: 1st Priests & Religious 
   2nd Mothers & Babies
   3rd Persecuted 
Christians

Sunday 7:05 am to 7:25 am

ACTIVE GROUPS IN OUR COMMUNITY OF ST PATRICK'S

Craft Group 9:00am to 12:00pm Every Friday in the Jordan 
Room

Women’s Lenten 
Program

6.00-7.30pm Every Friday from 20th February. Meet 
outside the Jordan Room. $10 program available.

Men of the Sacred 
Heart

3rd Saturday of the month. 5:00pm Mass followed by 
meeting in the Jordan room.

Seniors Ministry Activities 1st Tuesday of the month. Enquiries: 
Barbara: 4322 0250 or Eunice: 0438 272 141

Divine Will Prayer 
Group

Based on the writings of Luisa Piccarreta 6:00pm to 
7:15pm every Wednesday in the Jordan Room.             
Wendy 0477 451 973 Jim 0468 273 280

Salvatorian 
Collaborators 3:00pm, 3rd Saturday of the month, The Jordan room.
Paddies - Youth 
Group St Pats Yr 3&4 Fridays 3-430PM (term time)

Arise - Youth Group St Pats Yr 5&6 Fridays 6PM (term time)

Ascend - Youth Group Yr 7-12 Sundays after 6PM Mass

Young Adults Group 18 to 35 year olds meet the 3rd Saturday of each 
month 6:00 pm in the JPII Centre

Bible Discussion Every Monday after 9.00am Mass
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actually intended to be one continuous celebration that 
commemorates the passion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. For this reason, Catholics are encouraged to 
observe the entire Triduum by attending all of the 
liturgies. The Chrism Mass During Holy Week 
bishops bless sacred oils in the diocesan cathedral at a 
special liturgy known as the Chrism Mass. The oil of 
chrism is used during baptisms, confirmation, 
ordination and the consecration of altars. The oil of 
catechumens is used at the Easter Vigil. The oil of the 
sick is used to anoint people during the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick. The oils are then distributed 
to the parishes for sacramental celebrations throughout 
the year. As part of the liturgical reforms of Vatican II, 
the renewal of priestly promises was incorporated into 
the Chrism Mass. The Chrism Mass is an ancient 
celebration that traditionally takes place on Holy 
Thursday morning. But in recent years, many dioceses 
celebrate the Chrism Mass on an evening earlier in 
Holy Week so that more people can attend. From www.
simplycatholic.com
WHAT ARE PATRON SAINTS?

Few practices of the Catholic Church are so 
misunderstood today as devotion to patron saints. 
From the earliest days of the Church, groups of the 
faithful (families, parishes, regions, countries) have 
chosen a particularly holy person who has passed on to 
intercede for them with God. Seeking the intercession 
of a patron saint does not mean that one cannot 
approach God directly in prayer; rather, it's like asking 
a friend to pray for you to God, while you also pray—
except, in this case, the friend is already in Heaven, 
and can pray to God for us without ceasing. It's the 
communion of saints, in actual practice. Intercessors, 
Not Mediators Some Christians argue that patron 
saints detract from the emphasis on Christ as our 
Savior. Why approach a mere man or woman with our 
petitions when we can approach Christ directly? But 
that confuses Christ's role as mediator between God 
and man with the role of intercessor. Scripture urges us 
to pray for one another; and, as Christians, we believe 
that those who have died still live, and therefore are 

capable of offering prayers as we do. In fact, the holy 
lives lived by the saints are themselves testimony to the 
saving power of Christ, without Whom the saints could 
not have risen above their fallen nature.The History of 
Patron Saints The practice of adopting patron saints 
goes back to the building of the first public churches in 
the Roman Empire, most of which were built over the 
graves of martyrs. The churches were then given the 
name of the martyr, and the martyr was expected to act 
as an intercessor for the Christians who worshiped there.
Soon, Christians began to dedicate churches to other 
holy men and women—saints—who were not martyrs. 
Today, we still place some relic of a saint inside the altar 
of each church, and we dedicate that church to a patron. 
That's what it means to say that your church is St. Mary's 
or St. Peter's or St. Paul's.How Patron Saints Are 
Chosen Thus, the patron saints of churches, and more 
broadly of regions and countries, have generally been 
chosen because of some connection of that saint to that 
place—he had preached the Gospel there; he had died 
there; some or all of his relics had been transferred there. 
As Christianity spread to areas with few martyrs or 
canonized saints, it became common to dedicate a 
church to a saint whose relics were placed in it or who 
was especially venerated by the founders of the church. 
Thus, in the United States, immigrants often chose as 
patrons the saints that had been venerated in their native 
lands.Patron Saints for Occupations As the Catholic 
Encyclopedia notes, by the Middle Ages, the practice of 
adopting patron saints had spread beyond churches to 
"the ordinary interests of life, his health, and family, 
trade, maladies, and perils, his death, his city, and 
country. The whole social life of the Catholic world 
before the Reformation was animated with the idea of 
protection from the citizens of heaven." Thus, Saint 
Joseph became the patron saint of carpenters; Saint 
Cecilia, of musicians; etc. Saints were usually chosen as 
patrons of occupations that they had actually held or that 
they had patronized during their lives. Patron Saints 
for Diseases The same is true of patron saints for 
diseases, who often suffered from the malady assigned 
to them or cared for those who did. Sometimes, 
though, martyrs were chosen as the patron saints of 
diseases which were reminiscent of their martyrdom. 
Thus, Saint Agatha, who was martyred c. 250, was 
chosen as the patron of those with diseases of the 
breast since her breasts were cut off when she refused 
marriage to a non-Christian. Often, such saints are 
chosen too as a symbol of hope. The legend of Saint 
Agatha attests that Christ appeared to her as she lay 
dying and restored her breasts that she might die 
whole.Personal and Familial Patron Saints All 
Christians should adopt their own patron saints—first 
and foremost being those whose name they carry or 
whose name they took at their Confirmation. We 
should have a special devotion to the patron saint of 
our parish, as well as the patron saint of our country 
and the countries of our ancestors. It's also a good 
practice to adopt a patron saint for your family and to 
honour him or her in your house with an icon or 
statue.  From www.learnreligions.com
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PRAY FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL MEMBERS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY: Ula Okruta, David McEwen, 
Stella Kim, Helen Golden, Mary Bayliff, Juniper Ann 
Butt, Coleen Martin, Marian Rodwell, Emily Rudd, 
Clarrie Anslow, Greg McBride, Ping Brundette, Christine 
Hind, Colleen Leslie, Frank Lentini, Peter Rudd, Gloria 
Emara, Tom Milostic, Mary-Anne Bonnici, Carmen Gaha, 
Chris Golden, Clair Hasting, Paul Jones

PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
Sam Cowan, Fr Paul Glynn, Doreen & John Tripony, John 
Rigg, Rolf Kostuch, Judith Anne Vale, Desmond Freeman

ANNIVERSARIES: Gilberto Dal Busco, John Hiep, 
Zoe Patten, Annette Patten, Judith Wennerbom, Mary Jane 
& Michael Angelo Buhagiar, Rosina & Emmanuel Gassar, 
Sr Pascale Cavanagh RSJ  

REMEMBRANCES:
Peter Mills, Ric & Laura McGuire, Kazimiez & Angela 
Dabski, Anthony & Effie Fernandes, Mary Luci, Maria, 
Frank & Carmel Attard, Tony Xuereb, Eddie Thomas Vega 
Olvera, Miguel Antonio Lazo Alvarez, Silvio Eddie Vega 
Munoz, Mercy Eleanor More Aguirre

MASS INTENTIONS

P����� R����� S������� 7�� ����� � S����� 8�� M����

Sat 28/2 9:00am 
Gosford JPII Intentions Thu 

5/3
9.00am 
Gosford

Communion Service - no mass 
intention

Sat 5:00pm 
Gosford

For the souls of Rosina & Emmanuel 
Gassar (anniversary of death) 

Fri 
6/3

12.00pm 
Gosford

For the soul of Fr Paul Glynn (recently 
deceased)

Sat 
5.00pm 
Central 
Mangrove

Parish intentions Sat 
7/3

9:00am 
Gosford JPII Intentions

Sun 1/3 7:30am 
Gosford

For the souls of Kazimiez & Angela 
Dabski

Sat 4.00pm 
Spencer Mass intention available

Sun 9:30am 
Gosford

For the soul of Peter Mills (Birthday 
Remembrance) Sat 5:00pm 

Gosford
For Sr Pascale Cavanagh RSJ (45th

anniversary of death)

Sun 6:00pm 
Gosford

For the souls of Anthony & Effie 
Fernandes Sat 

5:00pm 
Central 
Mangrove

Parish intentions

Mon 
2/3

9.00am 
Gosford

Communion Service - no mass 
intention

Sun 
8/3

7:30am 
Gosford For Tony Xuereb (Remembrance)

Tues 
3/3

9.00am 
Gosford

Communion Service - no mass 
intention Sun 9:30am 

Gosford
For the souls of Silvio Eddie Vega 
Munoz & Mercy Eleanor More Aguirre

Wed 
4/3

11.30am
Gosford

For the soul of Sam Cowan (recently 
deceased) Sun 6:00pm 

Gosford
For Maria, Frank & Carmel Attard 
(Remembrance)
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RELAX
WE SERVE THE “NERVOUS”

ERINA FAMILY DENTAL
Ph: 4367 5066

72 KARALTA RD ERINA
[Before the turn off to Erina Fair]

Parking available on site.

BRICK & BLOCK
LAYER

MARK BENNETT
30 Years’ Experience
Residential Specialist

Give me a call
on 0410 057 197

to discuss your job!

DENTURE CLINIC- Smiles on the Coast
Phone (02) 4323 6834. www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

Shop 16, 153 Mann St, Gosford

Khalil Nassif- Dental Prosthe�st/ Dental Technician

FREE CONSULTATIONS FOR ALL YOUR DENTURE NEEDS

Helping you with enduring
power of attorney and guardianship,

wills and deceased estates

Tina Kealy, Special Counsel
t: (02) 4911 5426 | m: 0491 695 171

e: tkealy@moray.com.au

4/103 Victoria St,
East Gosford

Cafe opening hours
Monday - Saturday

6.30am-4pm
Sunday

6.30am-12.30pm
0493 474 544

Advertise on this
page in a Space

like this.


